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GENERAL 

This report represents a major portion 
of the information compiled for this 
State from the 1970 Census of Popula· 
tion. Statistics are presented in varying 
amounts of detail for the State (by 
urban and rural residence), its counties 
or comparable areas, incorporated and 
unincorporated places, and certain 
other areas of the State. Legal provi
sion for this census, which was 
conducted as of April 1, 1970, was 
made in the Act of Congress of August 
31, 1954 (amended August 1957), 
which codified Title 13, United States 
Code. 

Volume I, of which this report is 
part, consists of a set of bound books 
identified as parts. The parts are 
numbered 1 for the United States, 2 
through 52 for the 50 States and the 
District of Columbia in alphabetical 
order, 53 for Puerto. Rico, and 54 
through 58 (which appear together in 
one book) for Guam, Virgin Islands, 
American Samoa, Canal Zone, and the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, 
respectively. Each part contains four 
chapters, A, B, C, and D, which were 
previously published as individual 
paperbound reports in the PC( 1 )-A, 
PC(1)-B, PC(1)-C, and PC(1)-D 
Population Census series. 

APPENDIXES 

A. Area Classifications .••••.••••••••••••••••••••• App-1 

B. Definitions and Explanations of Subject Characteristics ..• App-7 

C. Accuracy of the Data • • . . . . . .. • . • • . • . • • • . • . . . . App.S2 

D. Publication and Computer Summary Tape Program • • • • • App-61 

Chapter A presents statistics on 
the number of inhabitants;.chapter B, 
basic demographic characteristics; 
chapter C, general social and economic 
characteristics; and chapter D, detailed 
characteristics. (For the outlying areas 
other than Puerto Rico, all the data on 
characteristics of the population will 
be included in chapter B.) For a 
description of the entire data dis
semination program of the 1970 
Population and Housing Census, see 
Appendix D, "Publication and 
Computer Summary Tape Program." 

The content and procedures of the 
1970 census were determined after 
evaluation of the results of the 1960 
census, consultation with a wide 
variety of users of census data, and 
extensive field pretesting. A number of 
changes were introduced in 1970 to 
improve the usefulness of the census 
results. For the characteristics shown 
in this report, the changes do not, 
howaver, affect to any appreciable 
extent the comparability of the 1970 
data with those for 1960. 

More detailed information on the 
technical and procedural matters 
covered in the text of this report can 
be obtained by writing to the Director, 
Bureau of the Census, Washington, 
D.C. 20233. Such information will 
also appear in later reports of the 1970 
census. 

Organization of the text.-The text 
consists of this introduction and four 
appendixes which appear after the 
tables. Appendix A describes the 
various area classifications (e.g., urban 
and rural residence, counties, 
urbanized areas, etc.) and also explains 
the residence rules used in counting 
the population. Appendix B provides 
definitions and explanations for the 
subjects covered in this report, includ
ing excerpts from the census question-

naires and instruction sheets. Ap
pendix C presents information on 
sources of error in the data, sampling 
variability, ratio estimation, editing 
procedures, and information on alloca
tion tables. Appendix D summarizes 
the data dissemination program of the 
1970 census. 

Content of the tables.-Tables 1 to 15 
(chapter A) contain statistics on the 
number of inhabitants of the State and 
its counties or comparable areas, 
classified by urban and rural residence 
and by size of place; and the number 
of inhabitants of county subdivisions, 
incorporated and unincorporated 
places, urbanized areas, standard 
metropolitan statistical areas, and 
certain other areas of the State. Tables 
16 to 39 (chapter B) present statistics 
on basic demographic characteristics, 
and tables 40 to 137 (chapter C) 
present statistics on general social and 
economic characteristics for most of 
the above-mentioned areas. Tables 138 
to 216 (chapter D) contain detailed 
categories and cross-classifications 
(generally by age) for the State by 
urban, rural nonfarm, and rural farm 
residence, and for the larger cities and 
standard metropolitan statistical areas. 

Sample size.-The statistics for 1970 
presented in chapters A and B of this 
report are based on 100-percent data, 
whereas those presented in chapters C 
and D are based on a sample inflated 
to represent the total population. The 
sample data were obtained from the 
15-percent and 5-percent sample ques
tionnaires (see "Data Collection Proce
dures," below). Some items appeared 
on both sample questionnaires and, 
therefore, are based on a 20-percent 
sample of the population. Figures for a 
characteristic (e.g., the population 5 
years old and over) may differ be-
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tween tables when the figures are 
derived from different samples. When 
a statistic is available on both a 
100-percent basis and a sample basis, 
preference should be given to the 
figure based on 1 OD-percent data. (See 
Appendix C, "Accuracy of the Data," 
for information on the sampling 
variability associat~ with the data and 
for the sample rates for statistics 
presented in chapters C and D.) The 
statistics for 1960 shown in chapters C 
and D are based on a 25-percent 
sample of the population. 

Comparability of data in different 
chapters.-The figures in this rep<>rt 

· are basically comparable from one 
chapter to another. However, small 
differences may occur because of 
sampling variability and processing 

·differences. 

Derived figures (~ts, medians, 
'etc.).-Percents, medians~eans, 
as well as certain. rates and ratios are 
shown in these reports. For all types 
of derived figures in this report, the 
figure is not presented (but in~icated 
by three dots " ... ") if the base is 
smaller than the minimum number 
prescribed for the sample on which the 
figure is based. The minimum bases are 
5 (persons, families, or households) for 
100-percent data, 100 for the 
20-percent sample, 132 for the 15-
percent sample, and 400 for the 
5-percent sample.1 When a cross
tabulation of two or more charac
teristics covers subjects based on dif
ferent samples, the minimum base for 
the smaller sample applies. An 
exception occurs in chapter C in tables 
that show data for persons of Spanish 

1 For a number of States, minimum bases of 
25 for the 20-percent sample, 33 for the 
15-percent sample, and 100 for the 5-
percent sample apply to some of the tables 
in chapter C. 

language, persons of Spanish language 
or surname, or persons of Puerto 
Rican birth or parentage. Although all 
data for these population groups are 
based on the 15-percent sample, the 
minimum base in these tables is deter
mined by the sample rate of each 
characteristic shown in the table. (The 
sample rate of each subject in chapters 
C and D is shown in tables B and C of 
Appendix C, "Accuracy of the Data.") 

Percents which round to less than 
0. 1 are ·not shown but indicated as 
zero (i.e., "-"). The median, which is 
a type of average, is the middle value 
in a distribution; i.e., the median 
divides the distribution into two equal 
parts-one-half of the cases fall below 
the median and one-half of the cases 
exceed the median: The mean is the 
arithmetic average derived by adding 
the values in a particular distribution 
and dividing by the number of units in 
the distribution. The method of 
tabulating and presenting the various 
means and medians shown in these 
tables is fully discussed in Appendix B 
under the specific subject categories. 

The reader should exercise caution 
in the use and interpretation of data 
for very small areas or subgroups of 
the population; these data are especial
ly subject to the effects of sampling 
variability, misreporting, and process
ing errors. 

Symbols.-A dash "-" signifies zero. 
Three dots " ... " mean not applicable, 
or that the base for the derived figure 
is too small for it to be shown, or that 
the data are being withheld to avoid 
disclosure of information for individ
uals. The symbol "NA" means not 
available and "U" means that the place 
is "unincorporated." 

Boundaries.-The data shown for 1970 
relate to boundaries as they existed on 

January 1, 1970. Information on 
boundary changes between 1960 and 
1970 for certain types of areas is given 
in table 10. Unless otherwise 
indicated, the data shown for 1960 
and previous years relate to the areas 
as defined at the time of the particular 
census. 

DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURES 

The 1970 census was conducted pri
marily through self-enumeration. In 
1960, self-enumeration was first intro
duced on a nationwide scale as a sub
stitute for the traditional census direct 

interview. 
A census questionnaire was 

delivered by postal carriers to every 
household several days before Census 
Day, April 1 , 1970. This questionnaire 
contained certain explanatory in
formation and was accompanied by an 
instruction sheet; in areas with 
comparatively large proportions of 
Spanish-speaking persons, a Spanish 
version of the instruction sheet was 
also enclosed. Some of this material is 
reproduced in Apf)endix B, "Defini
tions and Explanations of Subject 
Characteristics." 

In the larger metropolitan areas and 
some adjacent counties, altogether 
containing about three-fifths of the 
population of the United States, the 
householder was requested to fill out 
and mail back the form on Census 
Day. Approximately 87 percent of the 
householders returned their forms by 

mail. The mailed-back forms were 
reviewed by the census enumerator 
(or, in some localities, a census clerk) 
and if the form was determined to be 
incomplete or inconsistent, a followup 
was made. The bulk of these followups 
were made by telephone, the rest by 
personal visit. For the households 
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